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Proverbial wisdom

Our columnist Mei selects 300 Chinese proverbs

uring its five thousand years of civilisation, China has created tens of thousands

of proverbs which capture the essence of the nation’s history, culture and prevail-
ing philosophy. Many of them contain Confucian wisdom, Taoist and Buddhist phi-
losophy, social etiquette, as well as success and survival tactics.

Some of the proverbs are clearly obsolete given changes in Chinese society in recent
decades, i.e. those that are derogatory to dogs, feel odd to the country’s many dog own-
ers. Some are just outright outdated, i.e. the many that discriminate against women (one
of the worst: “An unschooled girl is a virtuous one”). However, some still hold their value
and are used by modern Chinese every day.

One of the proverbs that I often use while talking to my Western friends is E& K5
, Z%19E4E. The literal meaning is ‘when Old Man Sai lost his horse, it was hard to judge
whether it was a good thing or bad thing’.

The story behind it came from ancient times when an old man living in Sai-shang lost
his horse. His neighbour pitied him but he replied: “Don’t worry. Who knows that this
isnot a good thing?” A few days later, his horse returned with a herd of beautiful horses.
The neighbours congratulated the old man, but he replied: “I'm not sure this is a good
thing.”

Sure enough, the old man’s son was thrown off the back by one of the new horses and
broke his leg. Others pitied him again but he said: “I am not upset since this could turn
out to be good.” Shortly afterwards, a war broke out and all young males were drafted
except the old man’s son due to his broken leg. As most of the young men from his vil-
lage died in the war, the broken leg saved the son’s life.

This proverb teaches people to maintain a balanced mood and always try to see po-
tential risk in successes and seek silver-linings in disasters.

For this 300th issue of Week in China, I have selected 300 proverbs that I believe are
most commonly used and reflective of the Chinese mentality and philosophy, both in
the fields of business and daily life. I might have missed some brilliant ones (if I have
please feel free to email me at askmei@weekinchina.com) but nevertheless I hope you
find some of the Chinese wisdom included here interesting, helpful or even enlight-
ening.

I've mostly arranged the proverbs in two or three parts: the original Chinese (in sim-
plified characters), the direct translation to English, and where necessary what the id-
iom means.

I hope you enjoy reading them.
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%W REXS AR 8 Noisy hens don't lay eggs. / Boastful people are good for nothing.

T [ A 1— W.Hearing about it a hundred times is not as good as seeing it just once.

fEF itk % Attending upon a king is like keeping company with a tiger.

DA FN I UL A man with full-belly cannot understand a starving person’s hunger. / People with a fully-
belly can’t understand the needs of the starved.

WA K, A7ER L A dumpling’s meat is on the inside, not on the folds outside. / Inner substance can’t be
judged by its superficial appearance.

255576 A clumsy bird has to fly first. / The slow/disadvantaged should start early and work harder.

S MUETN, A AN HY Tliness enters via the mouth, disaster comes out of the mouth. / Too much or careless
talk can cause a lot of grievances.

S8 Troops defeated are like a mountain collapsing. / (A proverb still frequently used by sports
commentators for when a team is being routed).

UKV =, qE—H Z %€ Ice frozen three feet thick didn’t happen due to one day’s coldness. / A bad situation
didn’t develop overnight.

FAERS MIA{EZ Troops are valued for their quality instead of their numbers. / Quality is more important
than quantity.

AN Y GFAFNEEK T If one is not the household head, he/she can’t know how expensive rice and firewood are. /
Only those who take responsibilities know how difficult it is to get anything done.

ANRIFG1HET? If one does not enter the tigers cave, how can one obtain the tiger cub? / Nothing ventured,
nothing gained.

AN 5 )\ L There are usually eight or nine out of 10 things in people’s lives which are unsatisfactory. /
People should manage their expectations of life and be content with what they have.

AWE NE, 2540 AT If one does not listen to the words of the elders, one will suffer in the long run.
ANZEAT =, TG AN As to unfiliality, there are three types and the greatest is to have no descendants. / There
are three major offences against filial piety of which not producing an heir is the worst.

ANCLR ML S 1 We should not judge heroes (purely) by their successes and failures.

G UEAHIICEE 11 5 No fly will go for uncracked eggs. / The honest cannot be corrupted.

i 283 Ak 7K Having experienced the great ocean, it is difficult to appreciate [ordinary] waters. / For one
who has encountered the extraordinary, everyday experiences pale in comparison.

KITJG IRHMERTIR In the Yangtze River, the waves behind push on those ahead. / Each generation is replaced by
and often surpassed by the next.

KJA AN Wik Long pain is not as good as short pain. / It's better to get over painful things decisively.
WAEWIE, MG AN EE If you often walks by the riverside, you can’t avoid getting your shoes wet. / People will
give in to constant temptation.

ZEF) 11T 2447 B When the cart gets to the mountains, there will have to be a way through. / Things always work
out in the end.

W1k, Wit When the city gate catches fire, even the fish in the moat are affected. / Innocent
bystanders can be implicated in a bad situation.

FEBENH-K I, RIEHH/INT) Bold people die of over-eating, whereas timid ones die of starvation. / The bold get
rich, while the timid stay poor.

& M E, Wl People who succeed are considered kings, people defeated are considered bandits. /
Legitimacy goes to the winner; losers are always in the wrong.

WA, 7 nE e Only those who can eat the bitterest of the bitter will appreciate the sweetest of the
sweet. / Only those who have suffered can truly appreciate the good life.

Wz 7 5k & 7 {# H Being taken advantage of is actually taking advantage of others/ This reflects the core Chinese
wisdom that smart people are destroyed by the powerful and jealous: play dumb, it will save you bigger
troubles down the road.
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HIAMZL WA % An ugly bride will sooner or later meet her parents-in-law. / Truth will finally come to light
sooner or later.

WIAEFEAM 2 A new-born calf doesn’t even fear the tiger. / The innocent or naive don’t know enough to be afraid.
H Sk IFB T4 Rafters that jut out from under the roof tend to rot first. / People in the spotlight tend to attract
jealousy or be attacked.

IE B = B0 B 1% Cleverness may be taken in by itself. / You can be too smart for your own good.

F147 3=\ Before hitting a dog, you'd better think about its owner. / Before you attack somebody, you'd better
first find out who else you may offend.

KMEAFE, A7 J5 4 One who survives a great disaster must be destined for good fortune ever after.

FMEE, )% & Those involved in affairs are often muddled, whereas the onlookers can see clearly. / Some-
times it takes an outsider to see things more clearly.

1 &, &L If the Buddha rises one foot, the demon rises 10. / Unjust forces always outnumber just ones.
FINBEHTIG, %5 AfR¥E % Don't slap someone’s face in a fight, and don’t disclose someone’s defects in a quarrel.
/ When arguing with somebody, be a gentleman and don’t make the other person lose face.

KL KA fEAH A great man can bend as well as extend. / A great man can deal with humiliation as well as glory.
fRiEZ ), JIETED) A just cause will obtain great support; an unjust cause will gain little support.
FNTAKZ I, 20430 SR AHH If one receives a water drop of kindness, one should repay with a flowing spring.
/ People should repay several fold kindness that he/she received in times of difficulty.

AN ERT, KA KK T Those who gained people’s hearts gain the world; those who lose people’s
hearts lose the world.

AR I ANF:PE J7 5% When the east is dark, the west is with light. / No matter how dark things look at one time or
place, there are always brighter prospects around the corner.

X555 Don't play a flute to a cow. / Don’t waste your time trying to explain things to fools.

FARA A A single tree doesn’t make a forest. / One alone cannot accomplish much.

WA TH)—, WA T 11 You can hide for the first day of the month, but not till the fifteenth. / Sooner or later,
you have to face up to things.

LMK Z 54, 2K L5 One more friend, one more road; one more enemy, one more wall. / It is wiser
to make friends than enemies.

JUABEREH, JAHEZ 7% A son doesn’t care if his mother is ugly; a dog doesn’t care if its master is poor. / Those
who are related have deep bonds.

WLEAH}, 247 —15 When two tigers fight, one is sure to be wounded. / When two powerful people fight, one
is sure to get hurt.

LA Ti#x A law cannot be enforced when everybody breaks it.

B 2 L T-B7 )1 It’s more important to stop people’s mouths than to block a river. / Public opinion is very
important.

JEAA G AN A H Water beneficial to crops should not pass other people’s fields. / Benefits should be kept within
one’s own home territory.

& AL =4t Prosperity won't last for more than three generations./ An entrepreneur’s wealth will be
squandered by decadent descendants (a favourite proverb among private bankers).

FNEFTIE, S5 K L7 Each person sweeps the snow before his own door; never mind the frost on
another family’s roof. / Every individual only cares for himself and doesn’t bother with others’ difficulties.
Li#] 34K % You can harvest success when you have achieved mastery. / Hard work makes its own reward.

/NT8 A5 AU Justice resides naturally in people’s hearts. / People know what is right in their hearts.

FEHAN W iy Showing outward respect is not as good as following orders. / Obedience is a better way of
showing respect than outward reverence.

H L AN H %8 Out of a dog’s mouth cannot grow ivory. / The foul-mouthed cannot say anything good.
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HIRFE NI From a dog’s eyes, all people are short. / Narrow-minded people tend to discriminate against less
fortunate people.

Hifl N # A dog borrows its master’s power. / A person bullies others because he is related to power.

B ANTI%4L 1) Officials don’t whip those who offer presents.

FRBI AN %8 #E 1) Those who are bare-foot are not afraid of guys wearing shoes. / Desperate people have
nothing to lose.

ML A, F1EN To look at someone’s friends is to know what kind of person he/she is. / You can learn about a
person from the company they keep.

FEIZZ 2T, VLA 51 For the rise and fall of the nation, every common man has a responsibility. / All men share
a common responsibility for the fate of their country.

RETIXAMA, X AN)E Past this village there will be no more inns like this one. / Don’t pass up a good chance,
as it will not come again.

UPWEANINES T, 4F 52 AN {813 In terms of food, nothing is more delicious than dumplings; in terms of being
comfortable, no position is better than lying down.

IF A A good dog does not block the road. / A decent person shouldn't block others’ path/progress.
IFIAIZIR T A real hero doesn’t put up a fight when the odds are against them.

FPUAYE 45 A hero doesn’t bring up his past bravery. / A hero never brags about his past glories.

U IR 4 What a hero does, a hero bears the consequences of. / A good person takes responsibility for the
consequences of his own actions.

U FRAANMEREIR A strong tiger is no match for a pack of wolves. / One is no match against many.

U IFIE, P ASHE Well-borrowed and well-returned, borrowing again won't be difficult. / Return what you
borrow promptly and you will be welcome to borrow again.

UF T #3557 %€ Once the wound is healed, one forgets the pain. / People tend to forget their bitter past when
they have got better off.

UK, 5K Good friends are diligent about settling accounts. / Even between good friends, it’s better to
settle debts often.

IFAAKTE, W59 T4 Good people don't live long, bad people live a thousand years. / Decent people tend to
live short lives whereas evil people tend to live longer lives.

If i Z )% Great things require many hardships. / Major accomplishments usually come with twists and turns.
TZKAJUHIK River water doesn’t intrude into well water. / No one should encroach upon others’ territories.
G AN 1) Z When the talk is disagreeable, even half a sentence is too much. / It’s painful to talk to people
who are incompatible with you.

T ] 58 X 1R, 0N 0 THT R 7.0 When painting a dragon or a tiger, it is most difficult to paint the bone
structure. When trying to know a person, it is much more difficult to know their heart than their face. / It’s
much harder to know a person’s inner character than their outer appearance.

1676 T-H 4. No flower blooms for a thousand days. / Nothing beautiful or good lasts forever.

JR BN T Tigers although fierce, never eat their own cubs. / Even mean people don’t harm their own children.
EHR N geifE Discerning eyes can distinguish a hero from the common crowd. / Discerning eyes can tell greatness
from mediocrity.

PIAR ) 2 B3 AN A fox cannot hide its tail. / Evil character, deeds or intentions cannot be covered up forever.
JEI'1JE R T In a tiger's gates there are no puppy dogs. / Courageous parents produce courageous children.
WEEZ, %% Living to an old age, learning to an old age. / You should always be learning things no matter
how old you are.

Te R, L% Goods are straw, customers are treasure. / Goods are worthless unless there are customers who
want to buy them.

B2 R/, EEE 5T It doesn’t matter whether the goods are large or small, if scarce they’re expensive.

JRICE B2, AJLE 4 When a tiger dies, it leaves its skin behind; when a person dies, they leave their reputation
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behind. / People should take their legacy seriously.

K HAH[ 417 Family scandals should not be raised outside the home. / Don't air your dirty laundry in

public.

ZK AT H2% A family in harmony prospers in everything.

KX AT AME 1148 Every family has one sutra which is hard to chant. / Each family has its own problems.
Tl Z o, APEXER It's easier to move a mountain or a river than to change a person’s basic nature.

¥ fE4h, Fvf BT A% When a general is out in battle, even the emperor’s orders may sometimes be ignored.
JEIEE P4 7% 7K People who straddle two boats are bound to fall into the water. / You cannot always sit on the
fence, eventually you have to take sides (sometimes used too in situations where a man has two girlfriends).
JHIE A $E7E A straight foot is not afraid of a crooked shoe. / An upright person need not fear slander or rumours.
%A%, 4% If a family has an old person, they are a golden living treasure. / An old family member
should be respected for their knowledge and experiences.

5N HeRs, RXH & Drowning one’s sorrows in drink only makes them worse.

Wik, N2 Since you are here, just be content with it.

17K 5 5515 H The balconies closer to the water get the moonlight first. / Those with powerful “connections”
get preferential treatment.

/b, 4RI HEE If you accumulate many small amounts, you will get a lot; if you sew together the
smallest fragments of fox fur, you will make a fine coat./ Look after the pennies and the pounds will take care
of themselves.

@ TL/ETR, ANTE5E N There is no pure gold, there is no perfect person.

5t H 5 After drinking liquor, one spits out true words. / In wine there is truth.

BT 8 HAZ)T Gentlemen move their mouths but not their fists.

Hid B AL A gentleman remembers others’ favours but not their enmity.

2w WK Friendship between gentlemen is clear as water. / Good fences make good neighbours.

I 5 %4 713k Once the bow is pulled, the arrow will not come back. / There is no turning back.

FAe s, F54exE To look at flowers is easy, to embroider them is hard. / It’s easier to observe something, but
harder to do it oneself.

% bifi 3 f# Guests should act according to a host’s convenience.

A& A ] sk Sometimes things happen by chance instead of by pursuit. / Sometimes things just fall into one’s lap.
b iR A fast horse will run till its legs are broken. / People of ability are usually given more work to do.
PLIL kg, P A—75 Afast horse needs only one touch of the whip, a straightforward person needs only a word
in order to understand.

eI, 913k & A The bitter sea is boundless, but if you turn around there is the shore. / Don’t continue on
the wrong road, it’s never too late to turn around.

RAF ALK AS TS Coming early is not as good as to come just at the right moment.

KA 4L Taking and not returning is not the right courtesy. / It’s impolite not to reciprocate a gift or favour.
K AN, 24215 To receive a gift or a favour is to incur a debt.

ZF Y, —/Miiff When an old general goes into action, he is as effective as two people. / An experienced
hand can get twice as much done.

% 5k Old horses know the road. / Another proverb about the experience the old bring to problem-solving.
PR, U When weighing two harms, one should choose the lighter of them. / Choose the lesser of
two evils.

K253 DR 95, 851 HAT47 Good medicine is bitter in the mouth but good for one’s illness; good advice
is harsh to the ear but is beneficial to one’s conduct.

L2 AAVEE Nobody will blame you for an excess of courtesy. / One will never be blamed for being too polite.
A8 KK, AR fE I a neighbour’s house catches fire and you don’t help to put it out you endanger yourself
too. / Not lending a helping hand could result in your own loss too.
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AL B The gift is light, but the feelings is profound. / It’s not a big gift but means a lot.

BI04, ASABLERE As long as green hills remain, don'’t fear there is a shortage of firewood. / While there
is life, there is hope.

WKANE, FAXA % Running water is never stale, door hinges never get worm-eaten. / You will not get rusty if
you constantly practice.

LIt 9e ki Troubled times produce heroes.

#2 /K KR FEAK A Summer romances don’t last long.

B, H AL Long journey lets you know a horse’s strength; long time lets you know a person’s
heart. / Time will tell a person’s nature or personality.

JeSEAAT AT Even if a business deal fails, the relationship between the parties still exists. / In the interest of
along-term relationship, one should be civil even if the immediate business deal falls through.

1% T 413 Slow work produces fine products.

fifi N T One can conceal the truth from those above but never from those below.

WA, ez 35 Self-satisfaction produces losses, while to the modest come benefits. / One loses by pride and
gains by modesty.

WA ABUMZE)H There is no feast which does not end. / All good things must come to an end.

BATANIE XI5 There is no wall which does not leak wind. / Nothing can forever stay secret.

WATIEAS L 1Y There is no river which cannot be crossed. / There is always a way to solve a problem.

B 0gt, AN YT TIf you haven’t done anything to trouble your conscience, you don’t need to be afraid
of devils calling at the door.

AL 72} Common people don’t put up a fight with government officials. / Ordinary people have no chance
of success in conflicts with the government.

WkE Sk, WEHiAEDT It's easy to dodge a spear; it’s hard to guard against an arrow in the dark. / It’s easier to deal
with open attacks than hidden innuendo.

B AN 55 An honest person does not do underhanded things or do things behind your back.

WHIEN, WFHER Planning affairs lies with humans; accomplishing things lies with heaven. / Man proposes;
God disposes.

WeAb 3 AN In what place will earth not be good enough to bury a person? / Be bold, leave home and travel
to places.

BORMUE, K% When a male grows up, he should take a wife; when a woman grows up, she should take a
husband. / Everybody should get married when they reach adulthood.

B HA S A man should not shed tears easily.

FNEAT, g 1 Men should avoid entering the wrong trade; women should avoid marrying the wrong man.
PN = —Hide, L AN =13% A5 Athirty-year-old man is like a flower, a thirty-year-old woman is like an old
person. / Chauvinistic proverb denoting that women should marry young, if not they’ll be spinsters.
PRI — R, FHR— 3L You respect me one foot and I respect you 10 feet. / Respect or animosity will be
reciprocated to an even greater degree.

THYN—I, e s A3} It's better to give one mouthful of food to a hungry person than to give a bushel
of grain to a rich man. / It’s better to help those in real need.

TERER A, AERE 92 A child is better off staying with a mother who is a beggar than a father who is a
government official. / Mothers are much more caring to their children than fathers.

TR, A ATLA Rather be a piece of shattered jade than to be a complete piece of tile. / It’s better to be true
to your value system even if it means making a huge sacrifice.

T AR, AN I'd rather people wrong me than I wrong others.

WKAT R, ANEENIE When sailing against the current, you must forge ahead or be driven back. / When in diffi
cult situation, forge ahead or else you'll go backwards.



I Week in China
300 Chinese Proverbs Winter 2015

149.

150.

151.

152.

153.

154.

155.

156.

157.
158.

159.

160.

161.

162.

163.

164.

165.

166.

167.

168.

169.

170.

171.

172.

173.

174.

PREVRIIBASGE, FILIRAIBANF You may walk the main road and I'll take the single plank bridge. / You can
do things the easy way, I'd rather choose my own way even if it’s harder.

2K AT, JKH K When girls grows up, they will naturally be skilful with house chores; when dogs grow up,
they will naturally learn to bite. / Things will develop naturally with time. No need to worry now.

HHYTH, IW7EAS If an inferior horse travels one thousand miles, its achievements lies in perseverance. /
Perseverance is the most important factor in success.

BT AN T A monk may run away, but a temple cannot. / You can never completely escape the
consequences of your actions.

P22t /4 Peace and security are blessings. / Nothing is more important for a person or family than peace
and safety.

TINAKER, SURHLIRIE It's unwise to neglect burning joss sticks (to pay tribute to the Buddha) in ordinary
times but then embrace the Buddha’s feet in times of need. / Make preparations well in advance.

TG A5, MR 3581 5 Don't forget friends from the times when you were poor; don’t abandon your
wife who shared hardships with you. / Treasure those who had been good to you when you were in need.
A, % JGH Poverty has no stem; wealth has no root. / People become rich or poor mostly due to their own
effort or actions.

¥ Z{8.J7 51 Even a poor home is worth 10,000 strings of coins. / It is not only material things that bring contentment.
W42, Ji% 2% The overturned cart ahead provides a warning to the cart behind. / People should learn
from others’ mistakes.

T-RFi4R, JLIKIMAE The person at whom thousands of people point fingers (with disgust) will die even if he’s
not sick. / Few people can withstand attack by public opinion.

F841 Hi3k % The leading bird is the first to be shot. / People who stand out tend to be attacked first.

Kif81 0k N3 When a wall is collapsing, everybody gives it a push. / People like to attack those who are losing power.
34 T T G595 There is no weak soldier under a strong commander. / An able leader tends to inspire and
employ able followers.

B4 I FF{E 4% 41 7 Flowers bloom inside the walls, but their fragrance is strongest outside the walls. / Venture forth
5l R AN Hi Sk i A strong dragon can't crush a local snake. / It’s difficult to tackle a local despot.

5 H ¥ XA FT A melon forcefully picked off the vine is not sweet. / You won't get good result by
forcing people to do things they don't like.

Bk —HRED, KR {5 The grass atop a wall will sway with the wind. / People with no principles will follow
the prevailing opinion.

THEGMF, —¥HEK It's easy to acquire a thousand soldiers but hard to find one good general. / It's more
difficult to hire a good manager than a thousand employees.

THERSE, #LF A E When a goose feather is sent a thousand miles, the gift is light but the sentiment is
heavy. / A gift from afar is very valuable.

THRZH, BT/ Athousand mile long dike can collapse because of ant holes. / Even slight negligence can
lead to disasters.

THZAT, 4T /2 F Ajourney of a thousand miles begins with a single step. / All grand projects have to start
somewhere.

AR, J5 ATt The forebears plant the trees, and their descendants enjoy the shade. / You work hard for
the benefits of future generations.

U ME R ToK Z 4k Even a clever housewife can’t cook a meal without rice. / You can’t produce something with
out the right material.

5 111 Indigo comes from blue, but it surpasses blue. / The younger generation surpasses the older
generation.

it B e %K 45 9 Even a good official cannot judge domestic cases. / Family disputes are the hardest to resolve.
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55 % & i Be poor at home, be rich on the road. / When at home, be economical; when on the road, bring extra
money just in case.

ANAHISAH, /KA H] 2} People cannot be judged by their looks, just like the sea cannot be measured in
bushels. / Don’t underestimate people purely based on their looks.

AZEITE3K 4 F 5 When a person has no desire, their morality is naturally high. / A noble person tends not to
have many desires.

NAEEYE, #hfETid? People are not saints, how can they be flawless? / Nobody is perfect.

N4, J& 414 People are afraid of becoming famous, just like pigs are afraid of being fat. / Fame is not al
ways a good thing.

N ZEKE, WA J7 People are afraid of losing face, just like trees are afraid of losing bark. / Losing facing is a
serious matter.

NEMAIK, D35 N5 A nice person tend to be taken advantage of, just like a nice horse makes it easier for
people to ride. / Being too kind is not always a good thing.

NFEAR, %4 People rely on clothes to make good appearances, just like horses rely on saddles.

ALK K When a person dies, it’s like a candle flame goes out. / Life is vulnerable and short.

N b, KAE(RAL L People tend to walk to higher grounds, whereas water tends to flow downhill. / It's
natural that people pursue a better life, job, etc.

NAWBE, 4 #T7: People would die for wealth, just like birds would die for food. / People always want to pur
sue wealth, no matter what.

NETHE, 875 HE Few people can stay nice for a thousand days, just like few flowers can stay blooming
for a hundred days. / Don’t expect good things to last forever.

73k E—41J] The Chinese character of “forebearance” is “knife” on top of “heart”. / Endurance and patience
are naturally hard but they are important.

TG 2 A, NsEEEAMZ i To be flexible is essential for getting along in the world, whereas to be un
yielding is the embryo of disaster. / It's important to be flexible and compromise.

AEE 4%, A [H 7% When crossing a border, ask what is forbidden; when entering a country, ask about the
local customs. / When arriving in a new environment, check out the local taboos and customs first.
FENAK, BrAECZh If you don't want people to know about something you did, it’s better never do it in the
first place. / Don’t do things that you may feel embarrassed or ashamed to let others know.

FEFR T, 5%09EHE When Old Man Sai lost his horse, it is hard to judge whether it was a good thing or a bad
thing. / There is good in bad and bad in good. So don’t jump to conclusions quickly.

“ANRLGIE, T5iA #5557 Three cobblers with their wits combined can equal Zhuge Liang. / Three fools are the
equal of one wise man [in the classic novel The Romance of the Three Kingdoms, Zhuge Liang epitomises wisdom].
— NAT 47 R If three people are walking together, at least one of the other two can teach me something. / One
can always learn something from others.

—F/N1EN BT Among the 36 stratagems, running away is the number one stratagem. / When facing

bad odds, the best thing to do is withdraw.

= 4EWZR, =147 Thirty years on the east bank of the river, 30 years on the west bank of the river. /
Things are cyclical. No good or bad fortunes stay in place forever.

LANF; 7% % Even if the mountains don’t turn, the roads can turn. / Don't stick to one approach. Be flexible and
explore other ways.

Ll = AN K BH However high a mountain may be, it cannot block the sun. / No matter how powerful a person
is, they cannot hide the truth.

FEEASIE T 445 If the main roof beams are not upright, the lower ones will be crooked too. / If the senior
people don’t behave properly, their subordinates won't either.

FIiZ Yy, Bk It's easier to go up a hill than to go down the hill. / It’s easier to get into a situation than to
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get out of it. So think it through before jumping into things.

A RE, A7 Above there is heaven, below on earth there are Suzhou and Hangzhou. / Suzhou and
Hangzhou are two cities as beautiful as heaven.

FATEGE, AT 3 Those above have policies; but those below have counter policies. / People can always find
loopholes in government policies.

thi4b1l, RAME K Beyond mountains there are more mountains, and beyond heaven there are more
heavens. / Don’t be cocky. There are always more capable people out there.

HA . AT IR Goodness is repaid with goodness, evil is repaid with evil. / You get what you deserve.

W JE &, 1T FOK T When there is no tiger in the mountain, the monkey becomes king. / In absence of
capable people, less capable ones are in charge.

HASS T, ZKAE A If you don’t work hard when you are young and strong, you will only harvest sadness
when you get old. / Work/Study hard when you are young so that you don’t have to be miserable when you get old.
EAGZT, EAMEN If you are not willing to risk your child, you won’t be able to catch the wolf. / High risks
bring about high returns.

JEEW T 1 57 5 Both victory and defeat are ordinary affairs for armies. / You win some and you lose some.
It’s normal.

AT, WUANVE Don't be arrogant in victory, and don’t be depressed in defeat. / Keep a stable mentality and
don’t let success or failure affect your mood.

A=K 3 R The rice has already been cooked. / What is done is done.

W4 1, W Hy5E The winners tend to be treated as king, whereas the losers as bandits. / Justice and respect
tend to be given to winners instead of losers.

il 22 ¥ From deep mountains come beautiful birds. / Outstanding people often come from remote places.
B IEAM 5 7R If your body is upright, you don’t need to worry about your shadows being crooked. / As long
as you didn’t do bad things, don’t worry about slanderous accusations.

A id = Bad actions should not be repeated more than three times. / You may be forgiven once or twice, but
not a third time.

T2 TAE, fii2 T A% When somebody has too many lice, they don't itch; when a person has too much
debt, they stop worrying about repaying it./ Equivalent to English phrase ‘too big to fail’

s&3E A 45 22 18 Rights and wrongs are subject to public opinion. / Public opinion is the best judge of what’s right
and what’s wrong.

+AE3LA— % FF The 10 fingers are not equal in length. / All people are not the same.

THERIA, FAEM A It takes 10 years to grow a tree, but a hundred years to rear a people. / Educating a
generation of good people takes a long time.

e, JU45.0 A Nothing in the world is too hard for those who are determined.

N 4577 412 7% Those who are attuned to the tide of times are people of outstanding talent. / Realists are smart people.
TohEIC L, LB A # %% A true man is willing to die for a convivial friend, a woman puts on make-up for
the one who truly appreciates her. / People tend to make an effort for those who value them.

Kz =gH, 72 TH Amiscalculation of a millimetre can cause a discrepancy of 1,000 kilometres. / A small
error can lead to a huge mistake later on.

B K41 X Big trees attract the wind. / High-profile people attract jealousy.

W TR, % JHAR The tree may grow a thousand feet tall, but when its leaves fall, they fall back to its root. /
No matter how far you travel, when you get old, you always want to go return home.

7K 2335 W oA If water is too clear, there will be no fish in it./ Sometimes ambiguity is necessary (often used in
Hong Kong to discuss stock market regulation and the need for some ambiguity to make things work).
WHIRZE, NG A tree moved might die, a person moved may thrive. / Moving can be a good thing.
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Ui, #1:%] When speaking of Cao Cao, Cao Cao arrives. / Speak of the devil [Cao Cao was an evil warlord
from the Three Kingdoms period].

5 A4 7542 )= In books you will find golden houses. / If you study hard, you will harvest the knowledge hand
somely later.

VUit 2 P 5 5L 25 Within the four seas are many brothers. / If you are good and popular, you can find friends
everywhere.

PYPi$% T /1 Four ounces can move a thousand pounds. / If you are clever, you can accomplish great things
with limited resources.

FEAEAI /K7 A dead pig is not afraid of being scalded by boiling water. / A person without hope doesn'’t care
about anything.

PR EETC AL, £3K4 2% 1.9 One may vainly wear out a pair of iron shoes to look for something, another
end up getting it without effort. / Sometimes people get things by pure luck.

KA 4t izt The sky is high and the emperor is far away. / People in remote places enjoy more freedom from
authority.

KEFFKR, HA =T Even if the sky falls down, there are taller people holding it. / Don’t worry, even if
things go wrong, there are other more important people taking care of the situation.

R, i AJws The vast net of Heaven has large meshes, but it lets nothing through. / The legal system is
sound. Justice will ultimately be served.

KN 48—t All crows under the sky are black. / Bad people are the same all over the world.

REAMMA 2, AAT HA #idfi Just as in nature there are unexpected storms, people can experience unexpected
good and bad fortunes in life. / Human fortunes are as unpredictable as the weather.

B2, g K7 Take a step back and you will see a bigger ocean and broader sky. / Making the necessary
concessions now, can profit later.

BT ANZ BT 5L A rabbit doesn’t eat the grass next to its burrow. / People don’t cherish things that are easily
available.

J1 4T3k M In doing anything, beginning is always the most difficult.

TEAAHEIR Without wind, there are no big waves. / There is always a cause behind bad things.

TEIWAS T Without alcohol, there is no banquet. / Alcohol makes a banquet complete.

JoA Jo 2 Ignorant people have no fear.

YILIZRZE, A LIEES) Just as things come together in categories, people divide into similar groups. / Like attracts like.
B E AL A county magistrate’s power is not as effective as that of a junior official who happens to be in
charge of the issue. / Immediate manager on the spot can be more useful than a senior official.

96 F %58 T The first to strike will gain the upper hand. / Seek first mover advantage.

AINASZZUELKEE If you don’t show forebearance in little matters, you may create big havoc in the larger scheme
of things. / Sometimes it’s wise to put up with small insults or inconveniences for the greater good.

A8AH IF Those who are evil cannot prevail over the righteous.

B AL =k A new official that assumes office often sets three fires. / People assuming new positions like
to make a few major changes to impress people.

/NAIEBTAS A short separation (between the newly-wed) is better than the wedding night. / Absence makes the
heart grow fonder.

Ly #R 3¢ If your mind is calm, you naturally feel cool.

BRRI N 475 S A newly arrived monk likes to ring the bell. / Newcomers like to work more owing to their
enthusiasm.

a5 R JIR— ri 18 For those whose hearts or minds are connected, just a hint can make them understand each
other perfectly.

L 4% F1AS /& The mind is strong but the power lacking.
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LR BT, 4 LA/ A The person who sends charcoal in snowy weather is a true gentleman; the
person who merely adds flowers to a brocade is a lowly person. / People who provide timely help are true
gentlemen. Those who only jump on the bandwagon are not.
AR AN W24 ¥ What the eye doesn’t see is clean. / What you don’t see or know doesn’t upset you.
FITH, M eI You maintain an army for 1,000 days in order to use it once. / People should always be
prepared for emergencies.
7% JLJT A BEE Not until you have children will you appreciate your parents’ kindness.
—® K F—3 Every new sovereign brings in his own ministers. / A new leader brings in new aides.
— ki AZ =3 A minister cannot serve two masters.

AEMICAS 24 A single flower blooming does not make a spring. / A single person’s accomplishment is not that
significant.
—IEZIHETH, — RZilET /= Make your whole year’s plan in springtime, and make your whole day’s plan
in the morning. / Plan ahead, plan early.
WOKA G2 N When you drink water, don’t forget those who dug the well. / You should not forget those who
have helped you.

AN, CEEBE Y A full bottle doesn’t make noise, half a bottle does. / Truly knowledgeable or
sophisticated people don’t talk much, whereas people who don’t know much tend to be the most talkative.
— N3, ¥RFHK When a person attains the Tao [i.e. enlightenment], even his pets ascend to heaven. / When
one person gets promoted to an important position, all their relatives enjoy the privilege.
BENBLH, H AZLEE If you suspect someone, don'’t hire him. If you hire someone, don’t suspect him. / Trust is
the most important thing in managing your staff.

-HAN L Q1k% — Kk One day of not seeing somebody is like three autumns have passed. / Another version of
absence makes the heart grow fonder.
— W RKZE T E One day as husband and wife can create affection that lasts for a hundred days. / The love
between husband and wife is very long-lasting.
—H A, #4442 Ateacher for a single day is a father for a lifetime. / People should respect their teachers
like they respect their parents.

-IINBEA7 )% One mountain can’t keep two tigers. / In any team two strong people will tend to clash.
— ] ZANH, ML EEAE If you reply with “I don’t know” to every question, even the gods can’t blame you. / If
you claim complete ignorance, no one can blame you.
LN AZ Ry, JEF T2 IE Use a petty person’s heart to gauge a gentleman’s feelings. / Small minds can’t
comprehend the thoughts or noble motives of gentlefolk.
— S, Wi Once a word has been said, even a team of four horses cannot overtake it. / What has been
said cannot be unsaid.
HHE®R AN, JCEST P HEST With right on your side, you can go anywhere; without right, you can hardly step
one inch. / As long as you are on the right side, don’t worry about anything.
Ak e {f "L HE % With money you can even make a ghost turn the millstone. / Money makes the world go round.
A 225K 94 You can’t buy slimness in old age with money. / Slimness in old age is a blessing.
HREFAEAEATF, T OIS When you deliberately plant a flower, the flower doesn’t bloom; whereas
when you slip a willow casually in the mud, it grows to give shade. / When you really want something, you may
never get it. When you least expect something, it may present itself to you.
BT HORM S, JEGXTTH AHIE If fate works its magic, people can come together from thousands of miles
away. / It’s thanks to fate that we can meet up and become friends.
ToRA AR A faraway relative is not as good as a nearby neighbour. / It’s important to cultivate relationship
with your neighbours as they can sometimes be more useful than your own family.
551, W45 Speaking with a gentleman once is better than 10 years of reading.
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as important as family.

X35 811 s Standing on this hill, you may find other hills higher. / The grass is always greener on the other side.
NI LE K I = When many people collect firewood, the fire burns high. / The power of the masses is significant.
%45 2 & /AN{E T The drunken old man'’s true motivation lies not in liquor. / Sometimes people’s true motivation
is often not the ostensible one.

B A W47 )7 B % Reading 10,000 books is not as useful as travelling 10,000 miles.

JTEA5EE ], 84775~ AThe master can bring an apprentice inside the door, but it’s up to the apprentice to
decide how much he may learn.

KAE, AHids Uncarved jade won't become a piece of art. / Without training or education, people won't be
come useful or accomplished.

LA A 4% N Ll Giving people fish is not as good as teaching people to fish. / It’s better to teach poor
people skills than giving them donations.

KAFM 17 H Since Heaven gave me life, it must be useful. / I must be good for something.

5 T Z K ZE T VEIR You picked up a sesame seed but lost sight of the watermelon. / You made a false economy.
A ILFLE2EHR That's like a bride getting her ears pierced just before she got into the wedding sedan. / You
left things till the last minute.

J17M 5850 They have a mouth as sharp as a dagger but a heart as soft as tofu. / Somebody who may be harsh
with words but really has a kind heart.

IR T4, ~F4ufE9EsT e One inch of time is like one inch of gold, however one inch of gold cannot buy
one inch of time. / Time is the most precious thing.

Pk A7 LA Y)Y You lifted a rock, only to drop it on your own feet. / Used to describe an act that is likely
to backfire.

— I e, +4EFE4E Once bitten by a snake, you fear ropes for 10 years. / Once harmed by something,
you will always scared of it (i.e. once bitten, twice shy).

K—%, |4F/b Have a laugh and you will get younger by 10 years. / Positive attitude keeps people young and
healthy.

JUAT T BLEFHHIE When people travel afar, their mothers always worry about them. / A mother’s love is profound.
ANAtE, ik Be not afraid of going slowly, but be afraid only of standing still. / It's ok to go slow but you
have to keep moving forward.

ANMEWEINA L Don't cross the river before rolling up your trousers. / Don’t open your mouth before knowing
the details.

fi4 % 55/ Too many monks, not enough congee. / There is not enough to go around.

— NJJ% Three liars makes a tiger. / Proverb recently used by President Xi Jinping to convey idea that rumours

<
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Chinese characters for the term "proverb’



